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I Director’s Desk
Namaste and Greetings from the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre. The National Multicultural Festival in Canberra
with the High Commission of India in Australia and Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre was a wonderful way of
showcasing India’s rich heritage as a part of Australia’s multicultural society.

In the cinema space, the Consulate General of India, Sydney and the Centre collaborated on the National Indian Film
Festival of Australia in Sydney and Adelaide. The Consulate and the Centre also partnered with the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, National Films Division Corporation, Riverside Theatre Parramatta, and Cinema Reborn
to organise ‘Parallel Cinema of India’ to showcase the artistic work of Mrinal Sen and Mani Kaul. This was followed by
a stimulating panel discussion on the value of ‘Parallel Cinema’. With the amazing Indian visual artists aka Murthovic
and Thiruda from ‘Elsewhere in India’, the Consulate and the Centre participated at the Adelaide Fringe and hosted a
workshop. Vishwa Hindi Diwas and Maha Kumbh were also celebrated during the month at the Centre.

To know more about what we do, please connect with us ‘ICCR in Australia’ on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
and LinkedIn.




ICCR

URAT Hivgpfas Hder qfveg

Indian Council For Cultural Relations

Il. Activities
» The High Commission of India in Australia, Canberra, and Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre, in association with
the Federation of Indian Association of the ACT Inc. (FINACT) represented India’s rich cultural heritage in the
National Multicultural Festival from 7 February 2025 to 9 February 2025 in Canberra. The festival comprised of
dance, music and art and facilitated a unique experience of Australia’s multicultural heritage. The festival was a
rich tapestry of cultures from around the world with over 170 multicultural communities, more than 270 stalls and
200 performances were presented during the festival.

»The Consulate General of India, Sydney and Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Centre in association with the National
Film Development Corporation of India (NFDC), Australian
Centre for Indian Cinema and Dendy Cinema, NSW organised
the National Indian Film Festival of Australia (NIFFA) on 13
February 2025. The opening red carpet was held on the
occasion, followed by the Premiere of the feature film -
Superboys of Malegaon. The event was attended by more than
100 prominent community members and dignitaries. The film
festival showed more than 35 films in different languages.
National Indian Film Festival of Australia (NIFFA)

> The Consulate General of India, Sydney and Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Centre collaborated with the
Adelaide Fringe Festival. The Indian duo, Murthovic
and Thiruda, combine 3D video games, Al-generated
art, motion-captured dance, and futuristic Indian
stories from 2079 AD. They also intertwine heritage,
science, and society through electro-classical dance
music. Pioneering Indian transmedia artists Murthovic
and Thiruda push digital storytelling and cultural
preservation boundaries, blending technology with
traditional Indian aesthetics.

Elsewhere in India, the remix of art and Al at Adelaide
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» Consulate General of India, Sydney and Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre collaborated with the South Asian
Australian Hindi School for the celebrations of Vishwa Hindi Divas 2025 at Parramatta West Public School on 23
February 2025. The event comprised poems and talks from experts. Various competitions such as the Parent and

the Children Poetry and Essay Competition via Video

blogging on the topic ‘Celebrating Indian Festivals in

Australia’ and on-the-spot poetry competition on the

topic ‘Ocean that connects two countries were

organised to encourage participants. Winners of the
competitions - Suyash Gupta, Palak Arora and

Vedang Srivastav were felicitated on the occasion.

Director SVCC Ms. Niyati Mehta and Clr Sandy Reddy

— Strathfield Council were present at the event as a

guest of honour and felicitated winners of the

competitions.

Vishwa Hindi Divas 2025 with South Asian Australian

Association Hindi School

» The Consulate General of India, Sydney and
Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre in association
with Hindu Council of Australia organised a
community gathering ‘Sacred Waters’” to
underpin the significance of Maha Kumbh 2025 in
Indian Culture. Prominent community members
shared their experiences of the Kumbh Mela.
Additionally, an expert of Tamilian cultural studies
Mr. Annamalai was invited to address the
gathering on Kashi Tamil Sangamam 3.0.

Sacred Waters & Kashi Tamil Sangamam 3.0

» The Consulate General of India, Sydney and Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Centre in association with
Antariksha Studio organised an interesting and
interactive workshop demo and performance titled
‘Elsewhere in India’. The remix with a millennium of
cultural heritage, 3D art, Al, motion-captured
dance, and archival footage made it a unique event.
It also showed the immense potential for Al to
preserve cultural heritage. Murthovic and Thiruda
created a mesmerising performance during the
event.

Elsewhere in India — A workshop for aspirant artists at the Centre
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Parallel Cinema of India

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, National Film Development Corporation, the Consulate General of
India Sydney and the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre collaborated with Riverside Theatre Parramatta, and Cinema
Reborn to organise ‘Parallel Cinema of India’. The event was inaugurated on 28 February 2025 at the Riverside Theatre
Parramatta. The Consul General gave the welcome address along with Mr Craig McMaster, Director Riverside
Theatres. Councillor Sreeni Pillamarri represented the Lord Mayor’s office and spoke about the importance of Parallel
Cinema and hosting an event in Paramatta for the community. Screening of the cinematically beautiful feature film
‘Suddenly One Day’ by the acclaimed Indian director Mrinal Sen was shown. The India Australia Co-Production
Agreement was also touched upon. On the second day, the artistic feature film ‘Duvidha’ by the acclaimed Indian
director, Mani Kaul was shown. This was followed by a stimulating panel discussion with Ms. Adrienne McKibbon, Ms
Aparjita Sarcar, Ms. Emie Roy, Mr. Partho Sen-Gupta and Mr. James Vaughan on the contribution, significance and
scope of the Parallel Cinema.

ll. Invites
The Consul General and Director,
= - SVCC was present for the celebrations
wipmrbueor: | of 9th Pongal celebrations at the
w o ¥ Parliament of New South Wales
organised by the Tamil Arts and
Culture  Association. Dr S.
Janakiraman, Consul General of India
gave the welcome address.

Pongal at the New South Wales
Parliament
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Director SVCC was present as a guest of honour for the celebration
of International Mother Tongue Day organised by Gujarati Brahman
Samaj of NSW Inc. The event aimed to enhance awareness about the
mother tongue in the second generation of the Indian diaspora in
Sydney.

International Mother Tongue Day

Upcoming Events
» The Consulate General of India, Sydney, Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Centre in association with the Australian
Hindi Indian Association (AHIA), NSW will be celebrating Holi
2025, on March 2, 2025, at Harvey Lowe Pavilion, Castle Hill. EMBRACE THE COLOURS OF HOLI 2025

\ Celebrate Holi with the Consulate General of India Sydney, “
==X

Swami Vivekananda Culture Centre and the —
lian Hindi Indian Association (AHIA).

L)
Date : Sunday, 2 March 2025 10.30am to 2.30pm

Venue:

Harvey Lowe Pavilion,
Doran Drive, Castle Hill
(Next to Castle Hill Showground main arena)

y on ahiaholl

» The Consulate General of India, Sydney and the
Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre will be partnering
with Adelaide Writer’s Week in the first week of March
2025. With over more than 230 literary artists
participating in the week including from India, it promises
to be a stimulating week.
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» The Consulate General of India, Sydney, Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Centre are collaborating with W=MADelaide

7-10 MARCH 2025

WOMADelaide for the performance of India’s eminent
artist Pt. Satish Vyas (Santoor) and U. Rajesh (Mandolin).

Melbourne International Festival
of Hindustani Classical Music

wiew. mhems.org 8-9 March 2025

James Tatoulis Auditorium, 207 Barkers Road, Kew

WOMADELAIDE s WOMAD AGTEAROA

BOTANIC PARK / TAINNUNTILLA BOL OF BROOKLANDS & BROOKLANDS FARK
ADELAIDE, HOUTH AUSTRALIA WEW PLYNOUTM, WEW SEALAND

SATURDAY 3 WARCH 8:30%M, SATURDAY 15 MARCH 3:00PM
MORTON BAY STAGE § BROOKLANDS BTAGE

SUNDAY 3 NARCH 4:00PK, STAGE 7 BUNDAY 16 MARCH 12PN, GABLES STAGE

BOOK AT: WOMABELAIDE.COM.AU BOOX AT: WOMAD.CO.NZ

> The Consulate General of India, Melbourne and
Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre in association with
Melbourne International Festival of Hindustani Classical
Music (MIFHCM) will host the Melbourne International
ElieE Festival of Hindustani Classical Music. Experience the
%%ﬁ o | [ soulful melodies of the extraordinary lineup of renowned
Indian classical music.

Book Now: Soason Pass $160

THE UNIVERSITY OF

> The Consulate General of India, Sydney, and Swami SYDNEY
Vivekananda Cultural Centre in collaboration with the
University of Sydney are organising ‘Understanding the ocean e
that connects us’ on 11 March 2025 at Nelson Meers S
Foundation Auditorium, Chau Chak Wing Museum, University ;
Place Camperdown, NSW 2006. This forum will bring together
Australian scholars working in India to discuss current research
and future strategies about the connections in maritime culture
between India and Australia. This includes Indian history,
culture, art, languages, archaeology, shared maritime
connections and histories, and cultural links with Australia and e St ey o e ey of Socbiy ot e
the Indian Australian diaspora. '

EVENT DETAILS: PANEL DISCUSSION
DATE: TUESDAY 1 MARCH 2025
TIME: 2.00PM - 5.00PM

LOCATION:
NELSON MEERS FOUNDATION AUDITORIUM
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\i/ FESTIVAL > The High Commission of India, Canberra, Consulate General
AT A GLANE of India, Sydney, and Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre in
5, S association with Cowra City Council is organising ‘Festival of

o k International Understanding’ from 21 March to 23 March 2025.
Cowra Festival i Coure PR The event comprises a Rangoli workshop, yoga session, Tree

plantation ceremony, festival parade, carnival, Indian classical
music, dance, curry-making competition and cricket game
between India and Australia. Enjoy the day at Cowra with family
and friends.

> The Consulate General of India, Sydney, and Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Centre in association with National
Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA) will be organising a
workshop for the faculty, alumni and students of NIDA of _THE NORKSHOP ATUS TO FANILIARIZE PARTICIPANTS WITH WARATAT TWERTRE

Marathi theatre and Marathi Drama based on the life of ATSIIEEONEE RXVINTMAS TR BAANTS TRSATIS, TAMGCOILEn o8 TeARTTIOC
Chhatrapati Shri Shivaji Maharaj on 7 March 2025.

VENUE: NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DRAMATIC ART, NIDA
DATE: 7 MARCH 2025 (FRIDAY)

TIME: 2:00 PM ONWARDS

# FOR NIDA FACULTY, ALUMNI AND STUDENT ONLY ﬂ

IV. Contact Us
Ms Niyati Mehta
Director, Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre,
Consulate General of India,
265, Castlereagh Street, Sydney, NSW 2000.
Tel: +61 - (02)-9223-2702
Contact us on cul.sydney@mea.gov.in
Webpage: https://www.cgisydney.gov.in/svcc
Facebook: ICCR in Australia
Twitter @ICCR_Australia
Instagram @ICCR_Australia
LinkedIn: ICCR in Australia
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