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 Cultural programme to commemorate Hindi Divas 2024 in Sydney  
 

                  

I. Director’s Desk 
Namaste and Greetings from the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre.  
This month, with the Consulate General of India Sydney, we celebrated Hindi Diwas by collaborating with 
the Indo-Aust Bal Bharathi Vidyalaya Hindi School (IABBV Hindi School). From dance and music 
performances to the beauty of the poetry, the enthusiasm and the energy of the students was wonderful. 
We also participated at the SAFAL Fest (South Asian Film, Arts & Literature Festival) in Sydney. Consul 
General, Dr S Janakiraman spoke about the India Australia Audio-visual Co-production Agreement. Artist, 
choreographer and guru, Ms Tara Rajkumar OAM, and her disciple, Ms Nithya Gopu Solomon shared their 
insights on the making of the documentary 'Tara - The Singing Anklet' by director Vinod Mankara. Along, 
with the Consulate General of India Melbourne, we also had a wonderful ‘Workshop on Indian Dance 
Forms’. To know more about our events, please connect with us ‘ICCR in Australia’ on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. 
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II. Activities                                                                                                                    

The Consulate General of India Sydney and the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre with the Indo-Aust Bal 
Bharathi Vidyalaya Hindi (IABBV) School celebrated Hindi Divas 2024. The celebration was held at Thornleigh 
Public School on 8 September 2024. 

Hindi Divas 2024 inauguration by the Consul General                                           Felicitation of IABBV students 
 

The Consul General Dr. S. 
Janakiraman inaugurated 
the ceremony by lighting 
the lamp. The program 
comprised of colourful 
dance and music 
performances and poetry 
recitation by the winners 
of the competition. 
Director SVCC also 
participated in 
congratulating them. 
More than 200 students, 
parents and prominent 
community members 
were present. The event 
received a wonderfully 
warm and supportive 
response.  
 
  

Poems by the IABBV students and their mothers  
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The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Consulate 
General of India, Sydney and the Swami Vivekananda 
Cultural Centre participated in the Indian Panorama 
session at the SAFAL Fest (South Asian Arts and Literature 
Festival) 2024. Held at the NSW Parliament, the Consul 
General, Dr S Janakiraman spoke about the India 
Australia Audio-visual Co-production Agreement. 
Member of the New South Wales Legislative Assembly 
Ms. Julia Finn, and the Hon. Mark Buttigieg - a Member 
of the Legislative Council were present as guests of 
honour. Director SVCC spoke about the power of the 
visual medium to tell stories especially those from the 
cultural space. Artist, choreographer and guru, Ms Tara 
Rajkumar OAM, and her disciple, Ms Nithya Gopu 
Solomon shared their insights on the making of the 
documentary 'Tara The Singing Anklet' by director Vinod 
Mankara. "I take my India with me wherever I go" said the 
Melbourne based artist. The documentary is a beautiful 
testament of her intercultural understanding through 
Indian classical dance.  
SAFAL festival at NSW parliament 

 
The Consulate General of India Sydney and the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre celebrated Bharat week 
with the City of Paramatta Council and City of Paramatta Libraries by sharing books on India. Director, Swami 
Vivekananda Cultural Centre and Librarian, Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre gave the books to Mr 
Paul Scully, Parramatta’s Library Services Manager at the PHIVE in Paramatta.  
 

Bharat Week at Parramatta City Library                        Bharat Corner in Parramatta City Library 
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A Workshop on Indian Dance Forms 
was organised by the Consulate 
General of India, Melbourne and the 
Swami Vivekanand Cultural Centre, 
Sydney in collaboration with 
Rachana Natyalaya. Participants 
from various age groups were 
experienced different classical and 
contemporary dances of India.  
 
 
Workshop on Indian dance forms in 
Melbourne  
 

 
The Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre 
announced and circulated details of the 
Online classes organised by the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations and 
Routes2Roots on various activities such as 
Madhubani paintings, rangoli, puppet 
making, and henna designing. These details 
were shared through the official social 
media pages ‘ICCR in Australia’ on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.   
Announcement of interactive classes 
 

                                                                                               
The Centre shared details of the third 
Pratibha Sangam Competition of Indian 
Dance & Music for a Global Audience 
organised by the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations. These details were shared 
through the official social media platforms 
of the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre.  
 
Announcement of Pratibha Sangam 
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The Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre is now on Instagram as 
iccr_australia. Do connect with us on Instagram for our latest updates and 
upcoming events.  
 
Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre on Instagram  
 
 
 

III. Invites 
 

‘Guards at the Taj’ written by Rajiv Joseph 
and directed by Bali Padda was playing at the Riverside’s 
National Theatre of Paramatta. The play is an exploration 
of beauty and power, autocracy and resistance, and 
conflicting loyalties. Director SVCC also attended it.  
 
 

 
 

IV. Upcoming Events 
 

The Consulate General of 
India, Melbourne and the 

Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre in 
collaboration with author, Nandita 
Chakraborty are participating in the 'Two 
Worlds Collide' exhibition at the Melbourne 
Fringe Festival in October. Artists from India 
and Australia will be participating. Do visit 
the Sol Gallery to see it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3 October 
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The Consulate General of 
India, Sydney and the Swami 

Vivekananda Cultural Centre in collaboration 
with Gandhi Creations and the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade will be participating at 
the Fabrics of Modern Australia (FOMA) 
exhibition and runway at the Sydney 
Observatory. In collaboration with 5 Pleats by 
Poornima Menon, we will showcase India’s rich 
textiles as a part of FOMA’s multicultural 
tapestry of couture, designs, and stories.  
 
 

 
The Consulate General of 
India, Sydney and the Swami 

Vivekananda Cultural Centre will be 
participating in ‘Sculpture by the Sea, Bondi’ 
exhibition to highlight the artwork from 
renowned Indian visual artists from 18 October 
to 4 November 2024. The spectacular Bondi to 
Tamarama coastal walk will be transformed into 
a 2 km long sculpture park over three weeks 
featuring more than 100 sculptures by artists 
from Australia, India and around the world. Do 
mark your calendar to come see the world’s 
largest outdoor sculpture exhibition.   

 
 

The Consulate General of 
India Sydney and Swami 

Vivekananda Cultural Centre Australia in 
association with Powerhouse Museum Castle 
Hill will be celebrating Diwali 2024 on 26 
October 2024. Do join us for a fun day 
programme with music, dance, rangoli 
workshop, storytelling sessions and of course 
delicious Indian food. Together we will 
celebrate the Festival of Lights. Do see our 
social media platforms to know more.     
 

12 October 

26 October 

19 October 
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The Consulate General 
of India Sydney and 

Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre Australia 
in partnership with Art Gallery NSW will be 
celebrating Diwali 2024 on 30 October 2024. 
With music, dance, diya decorating 
workshop and curator’s talk, the Art After 
Hours Wednesday is all set to be an evening 
of festivity.  Do check our social media for 
details and join us for a Diwali celebration.  
 
 

 

V. Contact Us 
 

Ms Niyati Mehta 
Director,  
Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre,  
Consulate General of India,  
265, Castlereagh Street, Sydney, NSW 2000. 
Tel: +61 - (02)-9223-2702 
Contact us on cul.sydney@mea.gov.in  
Webpage: https://www.cgisydney.gov.in/svcc  
Facebook: ICCR in Australia  
Twitter @ICCR_Australia 
Instagram @ICCR_Australia  

30 October 
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